Argatroban for anticoagulation in pediatric patients with heparin-induced thrombocytopenia requiring extracorporeal life support.
Heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT) is a well recognized and described immune phenomenon in adults. However, pediatric data on the incidence, treatment, and complications of HIT are limited. Despite the widespread use of heparin in pediatric patients and the repeated and sustained exposures to heparin in neonates and children with congenital heart disease, HIT has been infrequently recognized and under-reported in this population. HIT is an intensely procoagulant disorder and carries significant morbidity and mortality. In this case series, we describe HIT management with argatroban as alternative anticoagulation in 3 children requiring extracorporeal life support.